Well-differentiated thymic carcinoma: a clinico-pathological study.
Well-differentiated thymic carcinoma (WDTC) is a recently described epithelial tumour of the thymus previously classified as cortical or predominantly epithelial thymoma. The authors have reviewed a series of 15 cases of WDTC with the aim of further defining the clinicopathological features of this neoplasm. Histologically, the number of lymphocytes was always low; perivascular spaces and epithelial palisading around blood vessels and/or along fibrous septa were prominent features; 6 cases (40%) were associated with areas of typical cortical thymoma. All cases showed slight to moderate cytological atypia and nuclear grooving was frequently detected. Mitotic activity was variable but usually low. Clinically, all but 3 cases (80%) were invasive at surgery; myasthenia gravis was present in 9 cases (60%); 5 patients (33.3%) died due to disease and 2 additional patients (13.3%) had tumor recurrence. Our study indicates that WDTC has fairly distinctive clinicopathological features and that it is histologically and histogenetically related to cortical thymoma. The definition "well-differentiated carcinoma" is justified because of low-grade cytological atypia and retention of some organotypical histological features, in a tumour otherwise often displaying aggressive and sometimes clear-cut malignant clinical behaviour.